
PIONEERS.
GAME CHANGERS.

VISIONARIES. 
THE BUILDERS OF THE FUTURE. 



From a pool of applicants spanning the country throughout the natural products and 
outdoor industries… these entrepreneurs were chosen by our world-class review team. 

They are pioneering innovative new products and lifestyles that solve problems. Get 
people outdoors. Help people live healthier lives. Promote conservation. Inspire fun. 

Build a better world. Exist at the forefront of cutting edge trends and soaring demand. 
They dream big. Make it happen. And do it differently. 

Meet the adVenturesAcademy Colorado Backcountry Investment Camp.

THE CHOSEN



RISE PROTEIN BARS

WWW.RISEBAR.COM 

LEADERSHIP

Founder of Rise Bar, Pete Spenuzza, wanted to create 
much more than a protein bar company- him and his 
team want to help their consumers reach their fullest 
potential in mind, body, and spirit. 

An outdoor sports and health food industry enthusiast 
himself, Pete fully lives and supports a lifestyle in which 
he can share with others through Rise Bar.    

OVERVIEW

Rise Bar is real food nutrition bar company with a vision 
to help millions of individuals rise to their fullest  
potential in mind, body and soul fueled by the simplest, 
healthiest protein bar on the market. 

With a line of 6 high -protein bars, which all contain 5 
ingredients or less, rise bar sets themselves apart in such 
a competitive space! 

Made with the highest quality whey and pea protein 
isolates, as well as, all natural honey and coconut nectar 
sweeteners. 

Rise bar hopes to create a community based on self- im-
provement of the mind and spirit.  

Pete Spenuzza, Founder



PARKS PROJECT

WWW.PARKSPROJECT.US

LEADERSHIP

Both cofounders are former TOMS employees, with 
combined 25 years in apparel and accessories across 
fashion and action sports space. Keith is an MBA with 
experience in Sales, Marketing, and Retail. 

Brand experience includes Vans, Quiksilver, OMD, 
True Religion, and TOMS. 

Sevag has hands on experience in product development 
and supply chain with experience with O’Neill, Volcom, 
and TOMS.

OVERVIEW

For profit social entrepreneurs creating national park 
themed apparel and accessories that support specific 
projects in the parks. Also, we engage followers to get 
hands on in volunteering in the parks to all leave it better 
than we found it for the next generation.  

At Parks Project™ we are on an adventure with a pur-
pose. We have a passion for the outdoors and believe it’s 
our responsibility to promote, protect, and preserve 
these spaces.

Each collection of quality goods is made with purpose 
and helps fund a project in our parks.

Keith Eshelman, Co-founder



NEW COUNTRY ORGANICS 

WWW.NEWOUNTRYORGANICS.COM

LEADERSHIP

CEO of the company, James Campbell, has been a  
significant owner and board member since 2008. 

Having joined NCO in mid-2014, after holding senior 
roles in international banks in the USA, UK and South 
Africa, including Capital One. James also held a senior 
role at the Executive Board company prior to its IPO in 
1998. He holds a Georgetown MBA and an MA from 
the University of St Andrews in Scotland.

OVERVIEW

NCO is dedicated to helping people take back the food 
chain, one egg at a time, to helping growers put just as 
much into the soil as they take from it, and in causing 
ever more acreage to be grown organically, by manufac-
turing and selling certified organic, premium, soy-free, 
animal feeds and reselling products used in organic  
gardening and farming.

James Campbell, Founder



COCOMAMA FOODS 

WWW.COCOMAMAFOODS.COM

LEADERSHIP

Since Cocomama’s initial launch in 2012, the team behind 
Cocomama has been committed to cooking-up whole-
some, tasty, convenient foods created with tiny but 
powerful ancient grains. 

We’re a group of people passionate about discovering 
new foods, exploring nature’s beauty, sampling the  
latest craft beers and reading cookbooks like novels. 

OVERVIEW

Cocomama is an ancient-grain food brand focused on 
creating nutrient packed products in indulgent flavors 
that are conveniently packaged for on the go snacking.  

Cocomama was born on the principle that people  
deserve healthy food that actually tastes good and 
doesn’t demand hours in the kitchen.  

At Cocomama, we’re putting a modern twist on ancient 
grains to create foods that snack and cereal lovers will 
devour. Set your taste buds free!

Sara Gragnolati, Founder



NOKERO INTERNATIONAL LTD

WWW.NOKERO.COM

LEADERSHIP

Steve Katsaros, CEO and Founder, is Nokero’s technology 
leader with 20 years’ experience inventing and launching 
innovative products. 

Steve is a registered patent agent and holds over 30  
patents. Has invented a lot of products and received 
Purdue’s ‘outstanding mechanical engineer of the year’ 
award.

OVERVIEW

Nokero (short for “No Kerosene”) designs, manufactures 
and distributes safe, affordable, and environmentally- 
friendly solar products; our lights eliminate the need to 
burn expensive and harmful fossil fuels such as kerosene.  

With a design approach that emphasizes efficiency – 
Nokero uses the most efficient LEDs, solar cells, and 
circuitry, therefore making products that are twice as 
efficient as competing products.

Steve Katsaros, Founder



SPIFFLY

WWW.SPIFFLY.IS

OVERVIEW

Spiffly is the first-ever discovery platform for the $150 
billion natural/organic industry. 

It’s a two-sided marketplace – similar to Etsy – where 
industry insiders can find and connect to local and  
regional brands, and where those very same brands can 
reach the industry’s national audience, 24/7/365.

We’re a membership/subscription-driven model. We 
believe there are several million industry professionals 
we can target.

Jim Moscou, Co-founder

LEADERSHIP

Social innovator, entrepreneur, and strategist, Jim Moscou 
brings years of experience and passion in aligning 
change-makers and ideas. He has led such efforts at the 
highest levels and in three professions – journalism, ad-
vertising, and social-impact entrepreneurism. His 
achievements in understanding the power of aligned 
forces and values was acknowledged when he was chosen 
in 2013 by DETAILS Magazine as a “Maker of the Year” 
for his work at the Sir Richard’s Condom Company, 
one of 34 honorees that included the likes of Pharrell 
Williams, Nike and Cadillac. Prior to his entrepreneurial 
work, Jim served as a strategist for such clients as Al 
Gore’s Climate Reality project and Microsoft’s global 
campaigns. Previously, he was an award-winning journalist 
and editor, working for more than 15 years around the 
world, reaching audiences at Newsweek, US News & 
World Report, and The New York Times. In 2001, he 
was selected as the American Journalism Fellow at the 
University of Oxford. Currently, Jim is a CEO and 
co-founder of Spiffly, an innovative, b2b platform for the 
$150 billion natural/organic food and product industry. 
He lives in Boulder, CO., with his wife, two children, 
one rescued dog, two bee hives, and (at last count) 11 
chickens. Team includes industry leaders and pioneers: 
Alex Bogusky, Mark Brush, Dave Kingsbury, Gary  
Hirshberg, Robert Craven, Art Volkman, Andrew 
Kresge, Kim Johnson, Ted Robb, Robbie Vitrano, Alex 
Preiser, and others.



EVOROCK

WWW.EVOROCK.COM

LEADERSHIP

Hilary oversees the communications, marketing and 
outreach of all EVO gyms. She works on future climbing 
gym start-ups and oversees the corporate relations of 
the business.

Hilary is both a long-time climber and licensed architect. 
Her climbing career started in Boulder, CO in the late 
80’s. Gaining rapid recognition and success, Hilary was 
one of a handful of women pioneers in the country, 
raising the bar on female standards in the sport. Hilary 
has been coaching for more than 20 years and has 
coached youth to the world cup level. She has also 
climbed and trained extensively throughout the US and 
Europe with the world’s top climbers. When she is not 
busy doing working on business relations you can often 
find her at one of the great crags in New England, hiking 
or sea kayaking the coast of Maine.

OVERVIEW

We are a fast growing franchisor climbing gym company 
that is expanding across the United States. At EVO 
ROCK + FITNESS we believe that everyone has  
untapped potential inside of them – it’s only a matter of 
discovering it. 

Our gyms provide the framework for people of all ages 
and abilities to discover that potential through climbing, 
in a non-intimidating but inspiring environment. 

Our Mission is Simple: To empower people and strengthen 
communities through climbing.

Hilary Harris, Founder



THEY ARE THE COURAGEOUS LEADERS BUILDING THE FUTURE. 
TOGETHER, WE WILL DEEPEN ENGAGEMENT. REDEFINE DILIGENCE. 

BUILD RESILIENT GROWTH, TOGETHER.
– TO THE ADVENTURES AHEAD! –

www.adVentures.academy

Founders Catalyst Operating Partners


